www.dkginfosystems.com

Practical Action Publishing is a not-for-profit
enterprise working in alignment with the
international development work pursued by
Practical Action. Since 1974 we have published
and distributed relevant books and journals for
development practitioners throughout the world.
Practical Action Publishing challenges poverty
through the global distribution of knowledge and
technologies. Our policy, practice and research
publications aim to stimulate discussion, strengthen
peoples’ capabilities and promote sustainable
change.

A selection of Practical Action Publishing’s
bestselling books
Information on titles in this catalogue supercedes
information provided in previous Practical Action
Publishing catalogues and brochures.
Any profit generated by our publishing activity
is donated to Practical Action (Reg. Charity No.
247257).
Thank you for your support!
Every care has been taken in the preparation of this catalogue.
However, publication dates, prices, and other details are subject
to change without prior notice.
Practical Action Publishing Ltd, Company Reg. No. 1159018,
England, is the wholly owned publishing company of Practical
Action, Reg. Charity No. 247257, Group VAT Registration
No. 880 9924 76, Patron HRH The Prince of Wales, KG,
KT, GCB, and trades only in support of its parent charity
objectives. Practical Action Publishing’s registered address
is The Schumacher Centre, Bourton on Dunsmore, Rugby,
Warwickshire, CV23 9QZ, UK.

Orders and information from
DKG Info Systems
Flat H, 17th Floor
Block 4, Parkland Villas
1 Tuen on Lane Tuen Mun
New Territories
Hong Kong

) +852 643 01461
or 8 dkginfo@netvigator.com

Forthcoming April 2013

Aid, NGOs and the Realities of
Women's Lives
A perfect storm

Edited by Tina Wallace and Fenella Porter

Aid organizations have their origins in a desire to help the world’s poorest and
most marginalized people – but are they reaching these people? Factors are
coming together that put pressure on NGOs working in development: the
economic crisis, the growing conditionality of aid, and increased competition
for funding between NGOs. This creates ‘a perfect storm’ driven by a new
language of aid, policies and procedures leaving poor women behind. This
book explores how international NGOs are navigating these rapid changes that
challenge their role and legitimacy, values, and overall purpose. The writers
see a crisis for NGOs as they are pulled further from those they claim to work
with; they also explore alternative ways of conceptualizing development, and
of bringing about improvements for the most marginalized and increasingly
‘unheard’ women.
2013 • 256 pages
ISBN 9781853397790 Paperback
£17.95 • €26.95 • $35.95

This book is essential reading for development practitioners and those working
on women’s rights, as well as NGO staff , researchers, and students of
development studies.

ISBN 9781853397783 Hardback
£39.95 • €59.95 • $79.95
‘This is a wake-up call to those in the development industry who are driving the current obsession with results.’Professor
Andrea Cornwall, Department of Anthropology, Sussex University
‘Anyone with a personal or professional interest in development, let alone gender and development, should read this
important book.’Sylvia Chant, Professor of Development Geography, London School of Economics and Political Science
‘This book is far more than a critique. The authors also offer positive examples from around the world about how
conversations, evidence and relationships can be approached completely differently.’Emma Crewe, Visiting Reader and
Research Associate, Department of Anthropology and Sociology, SOAS, University of London
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+44 (0)1926 634501 or get full details and 10% off at www.developmentbookshop.com
generated using www.BooksoniX.com

Forthcoming April 2013

The Complete Manual of Small-scale
Food Processing
Peter Fellows

Small-scale food processing is important worldwide. For individual processors,
it is highly accessible as a start-up business, especially for women; farmers and
fishermen can readily diversify into processing to increase their incomes; and
high added-value enables processors to earn an income from relatively small
scales of production. For policy makers: small-scale food processing can create
employment, increase food security and improve nutritional standards.Written
by an experienced food technologist and author, this book provides
comprehensive technical and business information on all aspects of small-scale
food processing in a single text. From how to assess the market, to primary and
secondary processing, packaging, managing food safety, and finances, the book
covers all the technical details and up-to-date information needed by a food
processor. It is written in simple language suitable for the non-specialist and
also for people who have English as a second language.
2013 • 568 pages
ISBN 9781853397660 Paperback
£29.95 • €44.95 • $59.95
ISBN 9781853397653 Hardback
£59.95 • €89.95 • $129.95
‘This book is truly a “complete manual of small-scale food processing”. What makes it unique is that it is based on several
case studies from all around the world. It has worked for many such small-scale food processors and will continue to
work for others. This is a MUST read.
Peggy Oti-Boateng (PhD), Senior Programme Specialist for Science and Technology, UNESCO Office in Nairobi, KENYA.
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Forthcoming April 2013

Farmers' Choice
Evaluating an approach to agricultural technology adoption in
Tanzania
Edited by Helene Bie Lilleør and Ulrik Lund-Sørensen

2013 • 168 pages
ISBN 9781853397752 Paperback
£18.95 • €28.95 • $37.95

Food security is an urgent international priority. However, agricultural
extension methods that relied on imposing centrally-developed technological
solutions have been ineffective, since small farmers in developing countries
often cultivate marginal lands, working under constraints for which these
solutions were not designed. Since 2006, a flexible agricultural extension
approach has been implemented in Northern Tanzania, inspired by the Farmer
Field School approach, and offering farmers a ‘basket of technology options’
from which farmers can pick and choose what serves their needs and resources
best. The focus is on extending improved low-cost farming techniques
adaptable to local conditions in a pragmatic and flexible process. The
interventions are locally known as ‘RIPAT’,have received financial and
technical support from the Rockwool Foundation. Farmers’ Choice outlines the
RIPAT intervention, and examines how effective it has been.This evaluation
should be read by all those interested in improving the food security and
incomes of poor farmers in the Global South: agricultural scientists,
anthropologists, staff of NGOs, researchers and students of development
studies.

ISBN 9781853397745 Hardback
£39.95 • €59.95 • $79.95
‘An innovative contribution for evaluating one of the most critical and strategic issues for smallholder agricultural
development in Tanzania.’Professor Kjell Havnevik, Nordic Africa Institute, Uppsala
‘A paradigm example of how comprehensive use of methods enriches our understanding of small-scale farmers and
enables us to see how they can generate change and secure food production.’Associate Professor Liv Haram, Department
of Social Anthropology, Norwegian University of Science and Technology

Order now
generated on 25/02/2013

+44 (0)1926 634501 or get full details and 10% off at www.developmentbookshop.com
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Forthcoming April 2013

Poor People's Energy Outlook 2013
Energy for Earning a Living
Practical Action

2013 • 108 pages
ISBN 9781853397899 Paperback
£12.95 • €19.95 • $25.95

The political profile of energy access is unprecedented. Globally, the UN
Sustainable Energy for All Initiative has ensured that the issue is now
recognized as central to international development dialogue. In many
countries, however, poor people’s energy access is yet to be given sufficient
priority and fails to be acknowledged as a key enabler in improving health,
education, and other community services.
As a contribution to creating a new energy narrative, the Poor people’s energy
outlook (PPEO) highlights what matters to poor people. It prioritizes their
perspectives and those of practitioners working with them. PPEO 2013, the
third in the series, focuses on delivering energy at community level,
illustrating the difference that improved energy services and supply can make
to health, education and infrastructure, including access to water, and street
lighting. The report makes the case for energy for community services;
encouraging greater investment in, and integration of, this often neglected
area of energy provision.
The report returns to the concept of Total Energy Access, a multi-tier approach
to measuring energy supply, and the Energy Access Ecosystem Index, a tool
for analysing policy, capacity and finance, and their potential for progress, at
national level. Both concepts, introduced through the PPEO series, offer
innovative and effective ways of refocusing debate, and supporting the
delivery of energy services that poor people need, want and have a right to.
First-hand perspectives of poor people living with limited or poor-quality
energy services are central to this report, focusing specifically on field
research from Bangladesh, Rwanda and Bolivia.
The Poor people’s energy outlook 2013 will be of interest to anyone seeking
to understand better the interaction between energy access and community
services, both energy sector professionals and development practitioners
alike.

‘The new PPEO report is extremely important, providing useful insights into the linkages between energy access and
community services – an area which has been largely overlooked.’
Dr Marlis Kees, GIZ
‘Life without energy is death. This book is a “must read” for all development partners, individuals, governments, and
NGOs that want a better and safer world.’
Dr Sam Agbo, Head of Health and HIV, Save the Children
‘Having been neglected for too long, energy access is finally where it belongs – at the centre of attention of the
development community.’
Michael Franz, EUEI-PDF Project Manager
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Forthcoming April 2013

Who Counts?
The power of participatory statistics
Edited by Jeremy Holland

2013 • 224 pages
ISBN 9781853397721 Paperback
£12.95 • €19.95 • $25.95

Local people can generate their own numbers – and the statistics that result
are powerful for themselves and can influence policy. Since the early 1990s
there has been a quiet tide of innovation in generating statistics using
participatory methods. Development practitioners are supporting and
facilitating participatory statistics from community-level planning right up to
sector and national-level policy processes. Statistics are being generated in
the design, monitoring and evaluation, and impact assessment of
development interventions.Through chapters describing policy, programme
and project research, Who Counts? provides impetus for a step change in the
adoption and mainstreaming of participatory statistics within international
development practice. The challenge laid down is to foster institutional
change on the back of the methodological breakthroughs and philosophical
commitment described in this book. The prize is a win–win outcome in which
statistics are a part of an empowering process for local people and part of a
real-time information flow for those aid agencies and government
departments willing to generate statistics in new ways. Essential reading for
researchers and students of international development as well as
policy-makers, managers and practitioners in development agencies.

ISBN 9781853397714 Hardback
£25.95 • €38.95 • $51.95
‘This is a timely compilation of ground-breaking work which adds up to a powerful agenda for transformation. This book
shows how we can quantify the qualitative, build the active agency of excluded groups and generate participatory
statistics that have greater rigour and legitimacy than most conventional statistics.’ David Archer, Head of Programmes,
ActionAid
‘This important collection shows how the process of organising to “count” can help people mobilise for action, as well as
producing reliable information at scale. Holland’s introduction is a great summary of the range of practice – taking on
new development such as ICTs and approaches to standardisation of data from participatory exercises at scale, as well as
showing the depth of experience that now exists in participatory statistics.’ Andrew Norton, Director of Research,
Overseas Development Institute
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Performance Management
A handbook for small business banks and microfinance
institutions
Prinny Anderson

Performance Management equips staff at financial institutions across emerging
economies with frameworks and tools to manage people effectively. To
sustain the business of financial institutions, leaders and managers must focus
on ‘performance’. This means helping staff to maintain quality, efficiency,
productivity, cost-effectiveness, and ethical business practices. It also means
managing people and the way they work so that they handle as many
transactions as they can, open as many deposit accounts as they can, and
process as many high-quality loans and repayments as they can.

2013 • 320 pages
ISBN 9781853397936 Paperback
£19.95 • €29.95 • $39.95
ISBN 9781853397929 Hardback
£39.95 • €59.95 • $79.95

Performance Management covers all areas of performance management for
banking and microfinance. It discusses strategic and operational considerations
and setting up a performance management system. It includes frameworks and
advice on interviewing and creating job descriptions. Areas in sustaining
performance include training, coaching, incentives, performance evaluation,
career development, promotion, and succession planning. Finally, it covers
positioning an institution for sustaining high-quality performance management
institution-wide.
Arising from years of experience in banks and microfinance institutions
throughout developing economies, this book provides insights, approaches,
and examples particularly relevant for professionals in these markets. It should
be read by staff of banks and microfinance institutions, as well as NGOs and aid
agencies engaged in promoting microfinance.

‘This is a book for bank and finance professionals written by a professional who clearly understands the discipline of
performance management and the environment of banking and finance. The book is pragmatic, focused, comprehensive
and eminently readable … a “must read” for leaders in this field.’
Robert M. Fulmer, PhD, Vice-Chair, World Business Academy and co-author of The Leadership Advantage: How the Best
Companies Are Developing Their Talent to Pave the Way for Future Success
‘Performance Management is a straightforward and engaging book that equips HR professionals with the practical advice
and systemic insight to make performance management a strategic tool for achieving the business goals of the financial
institution, and the human mission of giving women and men access to the financial services they need to move out of
poverty.’
Judy Rosenblum, past president and adviser to Duke Corporate Education
‘This handbook for banks and microfinance institutions provides tools to turn over mountains of hardship facing any
leader dealing with financial services in difficult-to-reach markets, to discover a goldmine of success on the other side.’
Bold Magvan, Chief Executive Officer, TenGer Financial Group LLC
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Forthcoming

Delivering Energy for
Development

Dharavi

Raffaella Bellanca, Ewan Bloomfield,
Kavita Rai, Mattia Vianello, Emma
Wilson and Annabel Yadoo

Edited by Jonatan Habib Engqvist and
Maria Lantz

At the outset of 2012 – the United
Nations’ International Year of
Sustainable Energy for All – access to
modern energy services remains low or
non-existent for approximately **
billion of the world’s population. Energy
practitioners worldwide are facing the
challenge of delivering access to
modern energy services where poverty
and lack of infrastructure makes it most
difficult. Rising awareness about
climatic change and the notion of energy
security for future generations are also
being channelled into the debate. This
book aims to provide an overview of
existing energy delivery systems, as well
as a guide to practitioners on the key
issues integral to the success or failure
of energy programmes in middle- and
low-income countries. The authors
consider how markets develop, which
services are pivotal in supporting the
process, and what overarching factors
enable change to take place. The aim of
the book is to provide practical
guidance on how to replicate and scale
up the successful delivery of energy to
the very poor and is expected to be of
use for energy development policy
makers and practitioners.

2013 • 128 pages
ISBN 9781853397622 Paperback
£15.95 • €23.95 • $31.95
ISBN 9781853397615 Hardback
£29.95 • €44.95 • $59.95
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Documenting Informalities

Redevelopment plans threaten the
livelihoods of hundreds of thousands of
people who live and work in Dharavi, a
city within the city of Mumbai. In
Dharavi houses and workplaces have
developed over generations. Markets,
alleys and the landscape itself were
created as a result of actions and hard
work, through negotiations and mutual
needs. Memories of these struggles,
stories and dreams all intertwine in
Dharavi. This chronicle twists the
informal society toward a formal one. It
aims to show the creative power of the
grassroots and encourages politicians
and other stakeholders to listen to the
demands and to provide for
infrastructure and services. This book
dispels the idea that a ‘slum’ can only
be a location for despair. Dharavi:
Documenting Informalities reveals
thriving communities, innovative
architecture and powerful grass roots
politics. By moving beyond abstract
concepts such as globalization and
post-colonialism, Dharavi: Documenting
Informalities gives detailed, personal
accounts of the many ways in which we
are all linked to Dharavi’s people and
industries. Essays by Saskia Sassen,
Arjun Appadurai and Sheela Patel
complement maps, photographs,
drawings and interviews made by a
group of artists and architects from The
Royal University College of Stockholm

2013 • 304 pages
ISBN 9781853397103 Hardback
£39.95 • €49.95 • $59.95

Disaster Risk Management and
Reconstruction in Latin
America
Barbara Montoro and Pedro Ferradas
Recent earthquakes have highlighted the
importance of good disaster planning.
Adequate risk assessment and risk
reduction strategies, and improved
response and reconstruction work have
benefited from the documentation of
past disasters. This practical manual
offers an up-to-date resource covering
both methodological and technical
aspects of disaster mitigation. Impacts
can be significantly reduced by
improved disaster contingency and
mitigation planning, involving adequate
risk assessment and the implementation
of risk reduction strategies. It is based
on Latin American experiences of
disaster response and planning
programmes, and particularly
emphasises the importance of
community-based participatory
processes. The experience of past
disaster events, most notably
earthquakes and floods, is used to show
how local knowledge has been used to
develop community responses that both
help to raise awareness of dangers and
also help prepare for improved future
disaster response and reconstruction.
Previously published in Spanish, this
revised manual contains many practical
diagrams and illustrations of building
reconstruction case studies following
earthquakes and is an important
resource for all involved in
humanitarian disaster response and
planning.
2013 • 128 pages
ISBN 9781853396724 Paperback
£19.95 • €29.95 • $39.95
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Food Sovereignty
Towards democracy in localized food
systems responding to a changing
environment

Michael Windfuhr and Jennie Jonsén

Frontiers in Participatory Rural
Appraisal and Participatory
Learning and Action
PRA and PLA in Applied Research

Amitava Mukherjee

Food Sovereignty is the policy
framework for the governance of food
and agriculture and has emerged from
the social movements of food providers
as a countervailing approach at local,
national and international levels. Food
Sovereignty puts food providers
centre-stage and prioritises the human
right of consumers to nutritious foods,
sourced as locally as possible, rather
than internationally tradeable
commodities. It builds knowledge and
skills that conserve and develop local
food production and rejects proprietary
technologies that facilitate corporate
control. In this new edition, Michael
Windfuhr describes the development of
the Food Sovereignty policy framework
and shows how it addresses the
multiple crises and rapidly changing
environment for securing future food
supplies. He builds on the outcomes of
the Nyéléni 2007 Forum for Food
Sovereignty and outlines the basic
assumptions, providing a comparative
analysis of the limitations of the
concept of food security, analyses how
Food Sovereignty relates to the current
and prospective challenges for rural
development, food and agricultural
policies, and discusses possible policy
constraints to the adoption of the Food
Sovereignty policy framework.

Community participation or people's
participation in the process of
development has entered into the
development lexicon permanently. New
methods, tools, and approaches
(variously called Participatory Learning
and Action, Participatory Rural
Appraisal or its earlier incarnation
Rapid Rural Appraisal) to enlist people's
participation has been invented,
improvised and developed by
development practitioners all over the
world. This book is a unique exercise in
exploration and synthesis,
demonstrating and documenting the
experiments which have revealed that
the participatory tools, methods and
approaches can be very efficiently used
in several fields of human exploration.
Each chapter, dealing with these issues,
describes both the process followed in
the application of participatory tools
and methods in the respective field and
the synthesis of the theory of
participation with practice as well. This
book will be an invaluable guide to
practitioners, researchers, academics
and students of development economics
and poverty planning.

2013 • 96 pages
ISBN 9781853397073 Paperback
£14.95 • €22.95 • $29.95

2013 • 468 pages
ISBN 9781853397110 Paperback
£24.95 • €37.95 • $49.95
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Hygiene Evaluation
Procedures
Approaches and Methods for Assessing
Water- and Sanitation-Related Hygiene
Practices

Edited by Astier M. Almedom, Ursula
Blumenthal and Lenore Manderson
This handbook provides practical
guidelines for evaluating water and
sanitation related hygiene practices for
the purposes of project planning,
monitoring or impact assessment. The
main focus, therefore, is on the practical
concerns of field personnel working in
water supply, sanitation, and health /
hygiene education projects. It is also
designed to make qualitative research
skills accessible to practitioners with
little or no previous training in social
sciences and emphasizes how to gather,
review, and interpret qualitative
information. The use of a variety of
sources and methods is advocated as
the best way to obtain complete and
reliable information on the issues under
study.

2013 • 228 pages
ISBN 9781853396625 Paperback
£14.95 • €22.95 • $29.95
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Barefoot Guide to Working with
Organisations and Social
Change

Rural Women in South Asia
Edited by Jaya Arunchalam and U.
Kalpagam

Understanding Organizational
Sustainability through African
Proverbs
Insights for Leaders and Facilitators

Edited by The Barefoot Collective
This is a practical, do-it-yourself guide
for leaders and facilitators wanting to
help organizations to function and to
develop in more healthy, humane and
effective ways as they strive to make
their contributions to a more humane
society. The guide includes tried and
tested concepts, approaches, stories
and activities. Its purpose is to help
stimulate and enrich the practice of
anyone supporting organizations and
social movements in their challenges of
working, learning, growing and changing
to meet the needs of our complex world.
Although it is aimed at leaders and
facilitators of civil society
organizations, this manual will be
useful to anyone interested in fostering
healthy human organization in any
sphere of life. In this book the authors
offer a perspective on why organizations
exist, the real roles they play, and on the
importance of supporting the
sovereignty of local organizations and
social movements for meaningful social
change. The manual provides some tools
for reading organizations, including
how organizations tend to move through
various phases of development, how we
might facilitate change and the
challenges we face in implementing or
sustaining change.

2013 • 172 pages
ISBN 9781853397141 Paperback
£14.95 • €22.95 • $29.95

Order now
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This book highlights the commonalities
and differences in rural women's
experiences across the South Asia
region. It argues that the low status and
weak empowerment of rural women is
due to the structural conditions of
poverty and inequality in the region, the
social and cultural shaping of gender
ideologies, and the multiple
patriarchies and caste and class
dominance through which poor women
experience power relations. However, a
sense of optimism pervades as country
experiences reflect the renewed
concerns and commitments about rural
women's empowerment in both state
policy and the significant snowballing
of social activism in the region. The
essays in the book reiterate and
importance of both poverty alleviation,
providing decent work opportunities,
investing in education and health, and
involving women in decision making
and governance such that their
substantive empowerment is fostered by
enhancing their capabilities,
entitlements and choices.

Chiku Malunga

2013 • 304 pages
ISBN 9781853396779 Paperback
£14.95 • €22.95 • $29.95

2013 • 96 pages
ISBN 9781853396526 Paperback
£9.95 • €14.95 • $19.95

African cultural heritage, passed on
from generation to generation has been
the source of guidance for African
communities in times of peace,
uncertainty, birth, life and death. In this
book the power of traditional wisdom
contained in African proverbs is
directed at organizational development
and change. The result is a fresh new
perspective on organizational
management with important lessons for
leaders, consultants, volunteers and
expatriates working or preparing to
work in Africa. Rooted in proven
practice, the book specifically
addresses the needs of leaders and
consultants in African organizations
seeking to implement performance
improvement and organizational
change, and contains proverb-driven
assessment templates for use in
workshop situations.

+44 (0)1926 634501 or get full details and 10% off at www.developmentbookshop.com
generated using www.BooksoniX.com

New Titles

Achieving Water Security
Lessons from research in water supply, sanitation, and hygiene in
Ethiopia
Edited by Roger Calow, Eva Ludi and Josephine Tucker

2013 • 224 pages
ISBN 9781853397646 Paperback
£19.95 • €29.95 • $39.95

Achieving water security remains an elusive goal yet the benefits of investing
in water, sanitation and hygiene to achieve basic water security and alleviate
poverty are clear. Households benefit through a range of livelihood impacts;
economies benefit from greater economic activity and over the longer-term,
households and economies benefit through greater resilience to climate
change and shocks. So why are governments and their development partners
struggling to meet water and sanitation targets? What factors make it difficult
to sustain services at scale? And how can policies and plans for delivering and
sustaining services for poor people be strengthened in the face of multiple
pressures, including climate change? This book addresses these questions and
draws conclusions for policy and practice, linking findings with current
international debates on service delivery in rural areas. This book should be
read by government agencies, donor organisations and NGOs, as well as
academics and researchers in the water, sanitation and hygiene sector.
Published in association with ODI.

ISBN 9781853397639 Hardback
£39.95 • €59.95 • $79.95
‘Water security matters, and it matters most to the most vulnerable individuals, households, communities and nations.
Ethiopia is home to many millions of people who are anything but water-secure. This publication shines a light on such
people, and it provides numerous inter-disciplinary insights into the causes of water insecurity and into some of the
measures which are needed to relieve that insecurity. There are too few research programmes of this type which focus
on situations of real need in the world, and which grapple with the difficult issues associated with the relief of poverty
and vulnerability. I warmly welcome this contribution to the literature, and hope that this work will inform the practices
and policies of government and development partners in Ethiopia.’ Richard C. Carter, Visiting Professor, Cranfield
University, UK
‘Consolidating these findings from the RiPPLE programme into a single volume to address water security in Ethiopia has
generated an essential primer and benchmark in realizing domestic water supply and sanitation in Africa’s second most
populous country. Being informed by five years of research and learning, this is a valuable insight into a critical
dimension of Ethiopia’s future security.’Melvin Woodhouse, Associate Director, LTS International, UK
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New Titles

Savings Groups at the Frontier
Edited by Candace Nelson

Savings Groups reach those rarely served by mainstream financial
institutions.Maximum transparency, a profitable structure for saving, access to
small loans and an annual lump sum of capital are the hallmarks of the Savings
Group methodology. The outcome: empowered groups, made up mostly of
women, who manage themselves as tiny financial institutions. Today there are
Savings Groups in 60 countries with more than 6 million members, the result of
initiatives carried out by dozens of international and local NGOs. Savings Groups
at the Frontier explores the issues that will shape the future of Savings Groups.
What are the costs, required inputs, and anticipated outreach of these groups?
How does replication take place? How sustainable are the groups? Is it feasible
to integrate financial and non-financial services? Are linkages to the formal
system desirable? What is the impact of groups on members and their
households? How can performance be managed? This book addresses issues,
not from the perspective of the financial institution, but in support of group
members and savers who are managing their own financial services.
2013 • 168 pages
ISBN 9781853397776 Paperback
£16.95 • €25.95 • $33.95

This book is essential reading for all those concerned with extending financial
services to the poor: NGO and microfinance managers, bankers, policy makers,
researchers and students.

ISBN 9781853397769 Hardback
£31.95 • €47.95 • $63.95
‘The number of “savings groups” – local savings-and-loan clubs promoted and refined by NGOs and others – is growing
fast, and their potential to help millions of poorer people manage their money better is clear. This well-written book
skilfully balances the thrill of witnessing an exciting new movement emerge with a sober and carefully documented
assessment of the challenges it faces.’Stuart Rutherford OBE, founder of SafeSave, author of The Poor and their Money
‘Nelson and friends provide a refreshing view of a niche in the microfinance industry where saving, rather than lending,
is featured. The savings groups, so ably discussed in this book, are proving to be an inexpensive way of providing
financial services to poor people, particularly in rural areas. ‘Three features of the book appealed to me: the emphasis on
savings as a way of easing poverty; the recognition that informal finance provides valuable lessons for those designing
programmes for poor people; and the solid body of knowledge that exists about how to design, promote, and support
savings groups.’Dale W. Adams, Professor Emeritus, The Ohio State University
‘Microfinance has for too long been focused on ‘microcredit’, that is, getting poor people into debt. We are at last
realizing that savings must be the starting point for financial inclusion, and saving money, like losing weight, is most
easily done in groups. This book shows us what should have been the beginning of microfinance.’Malcolm Harper,
Emeritus Professor of Enterprise Development, Cranfield University, UK
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Toward Resilience
A guide to disaster risk reduction and climate change adaptation
Marilise Turnbull, Charlotte Sterrett and Amy Hilleboe

2013 • 192 pages
ISBN 9781853397868 Paperback
£12.95 • €19.95 • $25.95

Toward Resilience: A Guide to Disaster Risk Reduction and Climate Change
Adaptation is an introductory resource for development and humanitarian
practitioners working with populations at risk of disasters and other impacts
of climate change. It is aimed at program management, advisory and technical
staff of development and humanitarian organizations, and seeks to
strengthen staff understanding of the basic approaches and principals that can
be applied to disaster risk reduction and climate change adaptation
initiatives. It also provides practical guidance on how to integrate disaster risk
reduction and climate change adaptation into the program cycle and adapt
activities to a range of contexts and development and humanitarian
sectors.This guide includes examples from practitioners’ experiences that
illustrate good practice and learning, and suggests tools and resources that
practitioners find useful. This book is a core resource developed as part of the
Emergency Capacity Building (ECB) project. The ECB Project is a collaborative
effort comprised of six agencies: CARE International, Catholic Relief Services,
Mercy Corps, Oxfam, Save the Children and World Vision International.
Available in Spanish ISBN 9781853397882 and French ISBN 9781853397875.

'This guide is an easy-to-use resource that provides guidance for NGO staff and partners alike to tackle the issues of
disasters and climate change. Not only does it provide 10 common sense principles for integrating disaster risk reduction
and climate change adaptation in practice, it highlights the needs of vulnerable populations including children, so that
they can be part of the process of building disaster and climate resilience.”Dr Nick Hall Head of DRR and CCA, Save the
Children
'For vulnerable communities in the Pacific that are already experiencing the profound impacts of disasters and climate
change, this guide is a fantastic resource. Not only does it recognize the importance of involving local people to build on
their existing strengths to prepare for disasters and adapt to climate change, it provides practical guidance for identifying
high-risk groups (including children, young people, women, older people, and those with disabilities) and how to work
with them effectively. Congratulations on a great resource.' Maria Tiimon, Pacific Outreach Officer, Pacific Calling
Partnership, Edmund Rice Centre
'While others still find it difficult to climb out of their silos and blink in the sunlight, the civil society organisations and
INGOs that use these rigorously produced ‘good enough’ guidelines will come much, much closer to providing a fully
integrated approach to disaster risk, climate change and livelihood enhancement. Once again ECB has produced a
winner!' Dr Ben Wisner, Aon Benfield UCL Hazard Research Centre, University College London
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The Challenges of Urban Ecological
Sanitation
Lessons from the Erdos Eco-Town Project, China

Arno Rosemarin, Jennifer McConville, Amparo Flores and Zhu Qiang

2012 • 116 pages
ISBN 9781853397684 Paperback
£15.95 • €23.95 • $31.95
ISBN 9781853397677 Hardback
£29.95 • €44.95 • $59.95

The need for improved sanitation around the world is becoming a crisis, and
the situation is particularly critical in urban and peri-urban areas in developing
countries. Here the population is growing rapidly, and where sanitation is
provided, the means to treat and dispose of waste safely is neglected, with
huge environmental and public health consequences. Sanitation solutions are
needed that are safe for the user and interlinked with other urban services
which can treat waste as a resource. This book describes an attempt to create
modern, multi-storey urban dwellings that incorporate ecological sanitation
into their design, resulting in a clean living space, and deriving safe agricultural
inputs from human organic waste. The book highlights the experience of
implementing the Erdos Eco-Town Project in Inner Mongolia, China. This
remains the largest urban project of urine-diversion dry toilets in the world and
describes the technical design, daily operation and maintenance, costs and
benefits compared to conventional systems, as well as the challenges in
achieving acceptability with users.
This book should be read by engineers, policy makers, researchers and NGO
staff working in the field of water supply and sanitation. Published in
association with Stockholm Environment Institute.

‘Project failures can contribute to learning as much as any success stories. The sanitation sector has many failures but
these are largely unreported. This book is a courageous effort to help us learn from the Erdos project; what can go wrong,
so that we can be wiser for our next project. Thanks for the learning opportunity.’ Jack Sim, Founder, World Toilet
Organization
‘Radical sector innovation often encounters great challenges. This book provides a rich and fine-grained account of why
and how the acceptance of dry toilet technology in a newly planned neighbourhood in Erdos Eco-Town, China, failed to
materialize. It thus contributes important learning for future initiatives in providing more sustainable ‘closed-loop’
solutions for urban areas.’ Chris Luethi, Eawag-Sandec, Swiss Federal Institute of Aquatic Science and Technology
‘The Challenges of Urban Ecological Sanitation is an excellent account of the best of intentions, diligently pursued, but
still flawed in practice. The book sets out a way forward, and lessons learnt, that are an important addition to the efforts
to find sanitation solutions which ‘close the loop’, return nutrients to the soil, save water in scarce areas, and prevent
faecal contamination in flood-prone areas. The book is a must-read for those concerned, with social engineering, and
lesser known technologies, in the developing world.’ Shantha Sheela Nair, Vice Chairman State Planning Commission,
Tamil Nadu, India
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Climate Change and Threatened
Communities
Vulnerability, Capacity, and Action

Edited by A. Peter Castro, Dan Taylor and David W. Brokensha

2012 • 224 pages
ISBN 9781853397356 Paperback
£24.95 • €37.95 • $49.95
ISBN 9781853397257 Hardback
£49.95 • €75.95 • $99.95

Global climate change disproportionately affects rural people and indigenous
groups, but their rights, knowledge, and interests concerning it are generally
unacknowledged. Shifts in precipitation, cloud cover, temperature, and other
climatic patterns alter their livelihood pursuits and cultural landscapes,
accentuating their existing social and economic marginalization. This book
argues that planners and researchers of climate change mitigation and
adaptation must take into account the knowledge and capacity of rural people,
and engage them as active participants in the design and governance of
interventions, not as a matter of courtesy, but because it is their right. This
book presents 15 case studies and a variety of approaches to document the
capacities and constraints to be encountered among communities facing
changing climates in Bangladesh, Cameroon, Canada, Ecuador, Ethiopia, India,
Indonesia, Italy, Malawi, Mexico, Mozambique, Peru, South Africa, Sudan,
United States, Vietnam, and Zimbabwe. It explores human interactions in
environments ranging from subarctic tundra to equatorial rain forest, from
oceanic lagoons to inland mountains.
It is important reading for policy makers and academics in climate change
adaptation, anthropology and development studies.

‘Climate Change and Threatened Communities is a timely wake-up call and reminder of the local-level practical,
theoretical and ethical issues raised by climate change. Scholarly and accessible, it illuminates the rights, interests,
needs, and capacities of the many vulnerable and marginalized communities threatened by climate change. For all
concerned with how communities can adapt to the mounting stresses, shocks, and uncertainties of climate change,
Climate Change and Threatened Communities will be a rich source of insight.’ Professor Robert Chambers, Institute of
Development Studies, University of Sussex
‘This unique and significant book has global importance.’ Thayer Scudder, Professor Emeritus of Anthropology, California
Institute of Technology
'It is not only an up-to-date contribution to the current debate on global climate change, but also a fantastic handbook for
students.’ L. Jan Slikkerveer, Professor, Faculty of Science, Leiden University, The Netherlands
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Every Last Drop
Rainwater harvesting and sustainable technologies in rural China
Zhu Qiang, Li Yuanhong and John Gould

2012 • 160 pages
ISBN 9781853397387 Paperback
£17.95 • €26.95 • $35.95

Over the past two decades a quiet revolution has been taking place in the
countryside of China where hundreds of millions of people have been lifted
out of poverty. This book focuses on some of the practical actions and clever
use of appropriate technologies which have been at the heart of this positive
grassroots-driven change in rural Gansu Province. Key to this has been
mobilizing the population and their expeditious use of rainwater harvesting
both to dramatically improve crop yields and provide households with reliable
domestic water supplies. Since Gansu is semi-arid and stored rainwater a
scarce resource, ingenious systems of providing crops with just the right
amount of supplementary irrigation at critical periods have been developed.
Challenges such as lack of fuelwood have been overcome by the development
of simple low-cost solar cookers; the construction of low-cost greenhouses
allows for the collection of rainwater and its use in efficient drip irrigation
systems. The real significance of this case study is that most of the approaches
described are based on universal principles of sustainable development.
This book is recommended reading for engineers, planners, staff of NGOs,
academics and students in the water, energy, and agriculture sectors.

ISBN 9781853397370 Hardback
£39.95 • €59.95 • $79.95
‘In terms of its scale, its long-term approach and the severity of the environmental constraints it had to face, the Gansu
water programme is of global significance. The technologies and approaches used will be of interest to many outside
China, even if the conditions they face are less severe. This book is a major source of tested techniques in the fields of
water supply and agriculture for semi-arid lands, solar energy and erosion control. I happily commend it.’ Dr Terry
Thomas, Head Development Technology Unit, Warwick University, UK, and author, researcher and consultant in tropical
rainwater harvesting
‘Every Last Drop shows that great strides can be made against the severe challenges of water shortage and soil
conservation, without large expenditures, by using the best of traditional technologies combined with modern science
and innovation. Millions of people are living better lives thanks to the sometimes simple but effective techniques of
capturing rainwater for domestic use and agriculture. Required reading... and a strong case for more demonstration
projects!’ David Bainbridge, Agroecologist, California
‘This book is an important addition to the literature on rainwater harvesting. It demonstrates in simple and
understandable terms how the use of rainwater both for domestic needs and agriculture has developed in Gansu
Province and is practised today. There are very many comparable situations all over the world and we all can learn much
from Gansu. Now, not only those who have seen with their own eyes but also readers of this book will turn into believers
of the huge, yet untapped potential of rainwater harvesting.’ Hans Hartung, expert in rainwater harvesting
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From Poverty to Power
How active citizens and effective states can change the world
Duncan Green

Seismic events have convulsed global markets since 2008, when this book was
first published, and world news has been full of stories reflecting a profound
sense of uncertainty about global futures. In response, this new edition of
From Poverty to Power has been fully revised and now includes a new chapter
with an in-depth analysis of the human impact of the global financial and food
crises.

2012 • 488 pages
ISBN 9781853397417 Paperback
£18.95 • €28.95 • $37.95
ISBN 9781853397400 Hardback
£39.95 • €59.95 • $79.95

From Poverty to Power argues that a radical redistribution of power,
opportunities, and assets rather than traditional models of charitable or
government aid is required to break the cycle of poverty and inequality. The
forces driving this transformation are active citizens and effective states. Why
active citizens? Because people living in poverty must have a voice in deciding
their own destiny and holding the state and the private sector to account. Why
effective states? Because history shows that no country has prospered without
a state structure that can actively manage the development process. There is
now an added urgency: climate change. We need to build a secure, fair, and
sustainable world within the limits set by scarce resources and ecological
realities.
Second edition published in association with Oxfam GB.

'This book is invaluable for anyone who wants to understand both the shocking injustices of the way the world is run and
the means by which they can be put right. It rightly casts development as a matter of democracy, empowerment and
redistribution. The new material in this edition, including its work on the food and financial crises and the Arab Spring,
ensures that it remains as relevant as ever.' George Monbiot, Journalist
‘A tour de force…At once shocking, realistic and radical, this book takes us further on the road to understanding the
challenges of development and what needs to be done…It should inform and inspire all who are committed to policy and
practice for a better world.’ Robert Chambers, Institute of Development Studies
‘Oxfam’s great strength is that it channels the moral outrage that global poverty evokes into effective action based on
solid research. From Poverty to Power is a comprehensive look at development in this tradition.’ Dani Rodrik, John F.
Kennedy School of Government, Harvard University
‘A unique blend of solid academic understanding, serious activist experience, and political acumen.’ Ha-Joon Chang,
Department of Economics, University of Cambridge
‘This book does justice to raising the spectre of inequalities...between the world’s richest and poorest people and
countries. It contributes to a better understanding of what to do to reduce global poverty.’ Bineta Diop, Executive
Director, Femmes Africa Solidarité
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Gender, Roads, and Mobility in Asia
Edited by Kyoko Kusakabe

Poor roads and transport infrastructure are key factors in the marginalization of
women and other disempowered groups, but there is little understanding of
the many ways in which a lack of mobility affects people’s lives. In South-east
Asia, huge strides are being made in highway development and regional
economic integration. The complex interplay of factors makes the connections
discovered both interesting and challenging for study. Do roads necessarily
bring economic opportunities and prosperity? How does the possible change in
mobility transform the lives of women and marginalized groups? How does the
differential impact of these changes on people depend on geographical, social,
and historical factors and people’s own capacities to make optimum use of the
new resource? Gender, Roads, and Mobility in Asia brings together stories from
different points of transformation and what emerges is a nuanced picture of
how people’s own positions and capabilities – gender, age, ethnicity, literacy,
and education – influence the impact of the infrastructure development on
their lives.
2012 • 240 pages
ISBN 9781853397349 Paperback
£17.95 • €26.95 • $35.95

This book should be read by policy makers, transportation planners,
development practitioners and researchers, and academics in the areas of
gender and development studies and transportation planning and
management.

‘Finally, a book that does not compromise the complexity of mobility in a transport context. Drawing on mobility as
capability, Gender, Roads, and Mobility in Asia brings a variety of much-needed Asian voices to the growing discourse of
mobility and social justice, underscoring how the free movement of some is often guaranteed by the immobility of
others..’ David O. Kronlid is Docent of Ethics and Senior Lecturer in Curriculum Studies at Uppsala University, Sweden
‘Explosive growth in infrastructure across Asia has implications which extend far beyond transport logistics. This book
should be of considerable interest to development planners and regional specialists across a range of disciplines.’ Gina
Porter, Senior Research Fellow, Department of Anthropology, Durham University, UK
‘This book successfully demonstrates the need to support women’s capability as part of the core objectives of transport
development.’ Sonomi Tanaka, Principal Social Development Specialist (Gender and Development), Asian Development
Bank
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A Handbook of Small-scale Energy
Technologies
Practical Answers
Edited by Neil Noble

Gaining access to modern forms of energy remains a crucial but
under-recognised aspect of poverty reduction in the Global South. Practical
Action has long been recognised as a leading authority on energy access, with
decades of development programme and project experience worldwide upon
which to base its policy and practice recommendations. To mark the UN Year
of Energy in 2012, Practical Action is publishing some of its best practical
briefings and case study material for the benefit of energy development
practitioners around the world.

2012 • 146 pages
ISBN 9781853397707 Paperback
£14.95 • €22.95 • $29.95
ISBN 9781853397691 Hardback
£28.95 • €43.95 • $57.95
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A Handbook of Small-scale Energy Technologies collects together in a single
handy volume the best of the Practical Action’s briefing papers on the
generation, delivery and use of energy from the longstanding Technical Briefs
series. From decentralized energy solutions such as micro-hydro to improved
wood-burning stoves, the briefs are based on technologies adopted
successfully in a range of countries and over many years. Each of the briefings
presented in this book has been drawn up by technical experts in the subject
and incorporates the lessons acquired from many years of learning and
review.
This is the first in a new series of Practical Answers handbooks that provide
brief how-to guides on a variety of practical subjects for international
development workers.
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Provocations for Development
Robert Chambers

Do we use obscure words to impress our colleagues – or fashionable ones to
win research proposals? How do poor people define their poverty? How can
we use aid budgets most effectively? Are many of our actions against poverty
simple, direct… and wrong? Provocations for Development is an entertaining
and unsettling collection of writings that questions concepts, conventions and
practices in development. It is made up of short and accessible writings by
Robert Chambers reflecting on the evolution of concepts like participation and
of organizations like the World Bank. Besides provocations, there is mischief,
verse and serious fun.

2012 • 240 pages
ISBN 9781853397332 Paperback
£9.95 • €14.95 • $19.95

The book is organized into four sections: Word Play, irreverently examines
vocabularies of development and how words are instruments of power;
Poverty and Participation challenges concepts of poverty, presents
empowering breakthroughs in the current explosion of participatory
methodologies; Aid, is critical of past and present procedures and practices in
aid and points to feasible changes for doing better; For our Future touches on
values, ethics, gender and participation, immersions, hypocrisy, and
paradigms, and sees hope in children. The final provocation invites readers to
find answers to the question ‘what would it take to eliminate poverty in the
world?’

ISBN 9781853397240 Hardback
£19.95 • €29.95 • $49.95
‘An intoxicating cocktail of thought and practice, people and things, Chambers pokes and provokes us to reflect on the
hubris and hypocrisy with which the “development profession” is stuffed. I shall mine this book – like a rich, nutty fruit
cake – to help me understand the messy, iterative world of which we’re part.’ Camilla Toulmin, Director, International
Institute for Environment and Development, London
‘May development scholars and practitioners use Chambers’ Provocations to put the post-World War II era of the
“paradigm of things” to rest once and for all … and to give space for his better way forward. This book is a gift to
development scholars and practitioners. Read it, reread it, maybe even read parts aloud, and ponder.’ Robin Broad,
Professor, American University, Washington, and co-author of Development Redefined: How the Market Met its Match
‘A smorgasbord of delightful provocations: Robert Chambers at his best – irreverent, sharp and illuminating!’ Gita Sen,
Professor, Centre for Public Policy, Indian Institute of Management, India ‘Prepare to be provoked! This book is serious
fun, and should be read, skimmed or otherwise engaged with by anyone with an interest in making a positive difference
to international development work.’ David Lewis, Professor of Social Policy and Development, London School of
Economics & Political Science, UK
‘Development studies as a field of inquiry and prescription has become becalmed in recent years, stuck in its own
truisms and assumptions. Sadly, few people seem to have noticed. For 40 years, Robert Chambers has been challenging
complacency and simply-plausible thinking that lacks empirical justification or ethical rigour. His writings are always
worth reading...’ Norman Uphoff, Professor of Government and International Agriculture, Cornell University
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Sustainable Cities
Local Solutions in the Global South
Edited by Mélanie Robertson

2012 • 192 pages
ISBN 9781853397233 Paperback
£15.95 • €23.95 • $31.95

As urbanization, environmental degradation, and poverty become increasingly
urgent problems, understanding the links between sustainability and poverty
reduction is imperative. A sustainable urban future for all requires raising the
quality of life of the most vulnerable. Existing at the margins of urban life,
low-income residents of cities in the global south are subject to numerous
environmental burdens and are too often excluded from mainstream
development and planning. In the face of these challenges, communities have
proven to be remarkably resilient and innovative. This book attempts to show
how this potential can be harnessed, by showcasing sustainable solutions
developed by the urban poor themselves and present the findings of
participatory action research projects funded by IDRC’s ECOPOLIS. The studies,
conducted in the growing urban and peri-urban areas of Peru, Senegal,
Bangladesh, Ethiopia, the Philippines, Thailand, and the Democratic Republic of
Congo, outline concrete strategies for sustainable urban living and design,
developed in partnership with low income city dwellers.
The book will be useful and inspiring to students, researchers, development
practitioners, and policy-makers alike. Published in association with IDRC.

‘What I found most valuable was the variety of interventions presented and the recognition that empowering local
communities is essential for sustainable cities.’ Virginia Maclaren, Chair, Department of Geography and Program in
Planning, University of Toronto
‘This book is an excellent testimony to the necessary integration of disciplines and actors so as to achieve urban
sustainability.’ Oumar Cissé, Director of the Institut Africain de Gestion Urbaine (IAGU), Dakar
‘This book presents an original look at one of the biggest challenges of the coming decades.’ Alain Olivier, Professor of
International Development, Université Laval, Canada
‘By engaging with a diverse number of initiatives in the urban Global South, the book offers great insights into the agency
deployed by ordinary women and men in shaping environmentally sustainable urban futures.’ Adriana Allen, Senior
Lecturer, Development Planning Unit (DPU), University College, London
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Communicating Financial
Management with Non-finance
People

Minimum Economic Recovery
Standards

A manual for international development
workers

The SEEP Network

John Cammack
Strong financial management skills are
essential to promote high programme
standards in international development
organizations. Many non-finance people
find numbers and financial techniques
difficult, however, NGO managers and
other staff are responsible for sound
financial management and without full
understanding their programmes will be
at best less effective, and at worst
vulnerable to going unfunded. Just
providing more skills training does not
address all the issues. Poor
communication about financial
information, by both finance and
non-finance people, often seems to
cause a block. This book helps people
speak and write financial information
better, avoiding jargon, and preventing
their listeners from ‘switching off’. It
explains why messages about finance
may not be received as they were
intended when working cross-culturally
and outlines how information can be
tailored to different audiences. It
outlines how to design training sessions
that improve understanding and
collaboration between finance and
non-finance people, including partner
organizations, trustees, and staff. This
book shoud be read by non-finance and
finance managers and staff within
non-profit organizations
internationally, as well as other
organizations.
2012 • 152 pages
ISBN 9781853397325 Paperback
£15.95 • €23.95 • $31.95
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The origins of the Minimum Economic
Recovery Standards are rooted in past
crises, such as the Indian Ocean
tsunami and the 2010 Haiti earthquake,
and the increasing prevalence of
prolonged complex emergencies, such
as in Ethiopia and Afghanistan. These
crises highlight the need for strategies
that 1) support the stabilization and/or
re-emergence of enterprises as a source
of income and employment for affected
populations, and 2) support the
development and strengthening of
institutions to support the stabilization
and coping mechanisms of households
to weather these crises.The
programmatic focus of the Minimum
Economic Recovery Standards is on
strategies and interventions designed to
improve income, cash flow, asset
management, and growth among
crisis-affected households and
enterprises. These Standards were
developed for practitioners experienced
in humanitarian situations, but less
familiar with economic recovery
initiatives, or experienced in economic
development, but unaccustomed to
crisis environments, and those working
in multiple sectors in crisis
environments: health, education,
infrastructure, or HIV and AIDS.

We Work at Home
The training manual

Edited by Kate Jehan
A training manual designed to assist
organizations or individuals to
facilitate the building of independent
home-based worker organizations.
Home-based working is defined as paid
employment in the home or in a building
or yard near the home, for example
traditional crafts, making clothes and
shoes, or basic clerical work. Millions
of women around the world take up this
form of employment. However, there is
rarely a regular supply of work,
home-based workers do not usually
have any rights such as the right to a
minimum wage, social security or a
pension. These workers are rarely
counted in official statistics or
recognized by trade unions. Drawing on
experience in Asia, Latin America, and
Eastern Europe, this practical manual
outlines training in "mapping", a
successful strategy for organizing and
empowering home-based workers. It
presents ideas, activities, and handouts
around which a wide range of training
sessions may be built.

Also available in French ISBN
9781853397974 and Spanish ISBN
9781853397998
2013 • 140 pages
ISBN 9781853397950 Paperback
£12.95 • €19.95 • $25.95
ISBN 9781853397943 Hardback
£25.95 • €38.95 • $51.95

2012 • 340 pages
ISBN 9781853397158 Spiral bound
£24.95 • €37.95 • $49.95
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Candlemaking for Profit
A practical guide for small-scale
producers

Decentralized Energy Access
and the Millennium
Development Goals

Designing and Building Mini
and Micro Hydro Power
Schemes

Robert Aley

An analysis of the development benefits
of micro hydropower in rural Nepal

Luis Rodriguez and Teodoro Sanchez

Candlemaking is a traditional craft
which can be converted into a modern
small business with viable markets in
most countries around the world. This
book includes instructions on how to
determine the feasibility of a
candlemaking business, and advises on
essential business planning. It gives
detailed and specific guidance in the
critical areas of pricing, marketing and
selling. Candlemaking for Profit covers
the various materials and methods used
in candlemaking. It includes
step-by-step illustrations to explain
methods appropriate for small-scale
production. It advises on different wax
types, wicks, dyes and scents and gives
advice on dealing with material
suppliers. The methods illustrated
include dipping, moulding, pouring and
how to make container candles. Finding
workshop space is also covered, with
information about costs of premises,
workshop layout, stock control and
safety. The book explains how to keep
ahead through design and innovation. It
includes advice on how to generate
creative ideas, respond to market trends
and safeguard intellectual property.
This is a simple and clear practical
guide for those who are looking for a
business start-up or who want to
convert their candlemaking hobby into a
profitable small business, whether
living in an economically rich or
developing country.

Gwénaëlle Legros, Kamal Rijal and
Bahareh Seyedi

2011 • 112 pages
ISBN 9781853397219 Paperback
£9.95 • €14.95 • $19.95

2012 • 136 pages
ISBN 9781853397301 Paperback
£14.95 • €22.95 • $29.95
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Decentralized, off-grid power supplies
such as micro hydropower can be
perceived as expensive investments by
poor countries like Nepal. Can these
investments be justified by the benefits
that electricity brings to villages in
remote mountainous regions? This book
describes research into the development
gains brought to such villages,
measured in terms of progress towards
achieving the millennium development
goals. Indicators relating to income,
education, gender equality, maternal
and child health and environmental
impact were measured in villages
benefiting from micro hydropower,
compared with neighbouring villages
without an electricity supply.
Decentralized Energy Access and the
Millennium Development Goals
provides conclusive evidence of these
transformative benefits and
recommends that Nepal, and countries
like it, scale up investments in its
microhydropower programme.

Small hydro power installations have
the potential to provide a renewable
supply of energy to people in remote,
hilly communities, far from the national
gird. This book is based on the authors'
considerable experience of installing
hydroelectric schemes that produce up
to 500kW for powering small
communities. The book describes not
only the electro-mechanical equipment
and how it is installed, but also the
correct setting of the installation and
how to design and build the channels
leading up to the turbine so as to
optimize performance. These civil works
can be carried out by local manpower,
using materials that are usually
available locally. Chapters cover the
main components of small hydroelectric
plants from the intake and the headrace
channel, via the conveyance channel, to
the forebay tank, penstock, turbine, and
generator. This practical manual is a
major new addition to the resources
available for micro-hydro power project
and programme managers worldwide
and represents excellent value for such
a detailed technical reference
handbook.

Published in association with UNDP and
AEP, Nepal.

2011 • 320 pages
ISBN 9781853396465 Paperback
£29.95 • €44.95 • $59.95
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Expanding Energy Access in
Developing Countries

From Vulnerability to
Resilience

The role of mechanical power

A framework for analysis and action to
build community resilience

UNDP and Practical Action Consulting

Gender and the Economic
Crisis
Edited by Ruth Pearson and Caroline
Sweetman

Katherine Pasteur
Mechanical power has long been
recognised as crucial for some of the
most fundamental services required for
human development. For centuries,
water pumping, food processing, and
manufacturing , amongst other
productive uses, have been enhanced by
the application of mechanical power.
Recent technological advances in
mechanical power have further
enhanced productivity and reduced the
drudgery of human labour associated
with these tasks. However, in spite of the
undoubted importance of mechanical
power in meeting every day energy needs
at a local level, it is generally
under-appreciated to the point that
there is an almost complete lack of
official data and documentation of its
role. Expanding Energy Access in
Developing Countries surveys the variety
of mechanical power applications and
options available, and argues that they
should be given more consideration by
policy makers and practitioners
responsible for improving energy access
for poor communities worldwide. This
publication will be of interest to anyone
seeking an overview of mechanical
power and its use in pro-poor
development work and should be
required reading for programme
planners at national and local level.

From Vulnerability to Resilience – V2R –
is a framework for analysis and action
to reduce vulnerability and strengthen
the resilience of individuals,
households and communities. The
framework sets out the key factors that
contribute to peoples’ vulnerability,
namely, exposure to hazards and
stresses, fragile livelihoods, future
uncertainty and weak governance. It
provides detailed explanations of the
linkages between those factors, as well
as ideas for action to strengthen
resilience. The framework was
developed to address the need to work
in a more integrated way to tackle the
causes and consequences of
vulnerability. The book is intended to
provide guidance to the reader, rather
than to dictate a set way of doing things.
The material can also be adapted to suit
communication to other audiences such
as community-based organizations. The
issues and principles highlighted in this
book are of relevance to a wide
audience including practitioners (NGOs
and local government staff),
researchers, and policy makers working
in the fi elds of livelihoods, disaster
management and climate change
adaptation.

The current global economic crisis is
expected to lead to millions more people
being pushed into extreme poverty. The
effects are profoundly different for
women and men, and the existing gender
inequalities and power imbalances
mean that additional problems are
falling disproportionately on those who
are already structurally disempowered
and marginalised. The economic crisis
is the latest element in a complex web of
shocks and longer-term traumas
affecting women, men and their families
in developing countries. These include
food and fuel shocks, changing climatic
conditions, and the HIV pandemic. For
many people living in poverty, these
crises are experienced as one
multifaceted crisis, which has
accentuated alreadyexisting underlying
chronic concerns in both the productive
and the reproductive (care) economies
of the world. While these issues remain
largely invisible to mainstream
economists and policymakers, they are
critical to the development of effective
and sustainable responses to the crisis.
Contributors to this book map the
emerging impact of the economic crisis
on women, men and their families in
different contexts, and suggest policy
and practice changes.
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Gender, Faith, and
Development

More People, More Trees

Edited by Emma Tomalin

William Critchley

Faith-based organizations have long
been involved in charitable and
development activities. However, the
emerging openness to thinking about
and engaging with religion in
development raises some important
questions. Does religious engagement in
development policy and practice risk
harming already fragile gender
relations? What are the challenges and
opportunities in negotiating the
relationships between religion, gender,
and development? Gender, Faith, and
Development presents ten chapters
which explore in different ways the
relationships between religion, gender,
and development. Subjects covered
include attitudes towards sexual
behaviour in areas with a high
prevalence of HIV and AIDS; household
disputes over the control of export crop
income in Kenya; constraints on
women’s time among tourist lodge
owners in Nepal; the difficulties of
introducing Western models of gender
equity to those in Muslim societies who
see feminism as a threat; and changes in
abortion legislation in Latin American
countries. This book is essential reading
for undergraduate and postgraduate
students, lecturers, and researchers
working in development studies, gender
studies, political science, sociology, and
religious studies. It will also be of
interest to development policy makers
and practitioners, voluntary sector
workers, and social movement activists.

Over 20 years ago, concerned famers’
groups in Kenya and Burkina Faso began
to adopt new measures to conserve soil
and water and to re-establish trees in
their fields. Two videos, Looking after
our Land and Building on Traditions,
recorded the new participatory
approaches for land conservation being
developed at that time in various
countries. More People, More Trees
returns to the same communities, and
some of the same people, in Kenya and
Burkina Faso to document developments
since the original filming. The film
shows spectacular changes: most
obviously more trees planted and
protected by the people themselves
aided and encouraged by continuing
community projects. More People, More
Trees thus highlights a demonstrable
success story for community
participation in agricultural change in
Burkina Faso and Kenya. In this film, the
landscapes tell their own story, but so
do the local people. The accompanying
book expounds upon the powerful
messages in the film and describes the
technologies employed by the
communities, provides hard data to
support their testimonies, and looks at
the current challenges of soil
conservation in the context of climate
change.
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Access to energy is essential for poor
people to earn a decent living, to work
their way out of the vicious cycle of
poverty and subsistence. Whether you
earn off the land, from a small business,
through a job in a larger enterprise or
through the supply of energy itself,
energy is important. Poor People’s
Energy Outlook 2012 examines the
linkages between energy access and
better opportunities for earning a living,
while recognising that there are many
barriers which must be overcome on the
path from improved energy access to
increased incomes. This second report
in the PPEO series also revisits the
definition of energy access
reintroducing the concept of Total
Energy Access as a progressive
framework to measure how people use
energy in a healthy and productive way.
The complementary Energy Supply Index
encompasses how people make
incremental improvements to the quality
of their energy supply. The Energy Access
Ecosystem approach is presented,
describing the interconnected web of
organizations working on energy access
and the system of which they are a part..
PPEO 2012 will be of interest to anyone
seeking to better understand energy
access and its role in development at a
human scale. It should be required
reading for the international energy
sector and programme planners at
national and local levels.
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Rammed Earth Structures

Sharing the Load

Small Farmers, Big Change

A Code of Practice

A guide to improving the welfare of
working animals through collective
action

Scaling up impact in smallholder
agriculture

Julian Keable and Rowland Keable

Edited by David Wilson, Kirsty Wilson
and Claire Harvey

Ramming earth has been a method of
construction for centuries in many parts
of the world and the technique can
produce buildings that are strong,
durable, safe and desirable. Because
earth is an abundant and cheap
resource, rammed earth buildings are
often very economical. To achieve the
best results the right techniques for the
selection and testing of soils must be
used to protect walls from water
damage and shrinkage. This book aims
to show how high standards can be
achieved and the criteria on which
rammed earth structures and building
techniques can be judged. Since the fi rst
edition of this book was published, the
standards described in Rammed Earth
Structures has been adopted as a
Building Standard in Zimbabwe. Further
progress is being made extending the
use of rammed earth as an offi cially
sanctioned building material across all
SADC countries. This book is now
therefore becoming an important guide
and resource for those wishing to
employ this economical and low-carbon
building material in the construction of
public as well as private buildings in
Africa and elsewhere.

Lisa van Dijk, Joy C. Pritchard, Subir
K. Pradhan and Kimberley L. Wells
Promoting the welfare of working
animals is important not only for the
sake of the animals themselves, but for
the livelihoods of their owners. Sharing
the Load aims to stimulate collective
action among animal-owning
communities to improve the health and
husbandry of their draught and pack
animals, by applying the methods of
community facilitation and collective
action to the pursuit of animal welfare.
Since 2005, the Brooke has been
pioneering the integration of animal
welfare science with best practice from
the international development sector to
build communities’ responsibility for
sustained improvement in the welfare of
their working animals. Sharing the Load
documents the outcome of four years’
development of this process and
includes field-based participatory
methods and tools designed specifically
for this purpose, using lively
illustrations and text boxes in
accessible language on the theory of
development practice and animal
welfare science. Sharing the Load should
be read by anyone who has direct
contact with working animals and their
owners, including veterinarians,
community-based animal health
workers, government extension workers
and the staff of rural development
NGOs.

Support for smallholder agriculture is
seen as increasingly important, both to
boost the food security and incomes of
the rural poor and to provide food for
urban populations. But to achieve scale
in agricultural interventions, NGOs must
move beyond a project-by-project
approach and instead enable farmers to
engage with market players. Small
Farmers, Big Change considers learning
from the experience of Oxfam’s global
agricultural scale-up initiative as well
as from wider agricultural
markets-based programming. This book
includes very practical examples of
achieving wider change in smallholder
agriculture, through influencing policy
and investment decisions, linking
smallholders into markets and value
chains, and innovating service
provision for small farmers. The case
studies outline what steps were taken to
facilitate new types of farmer
organization and alliances with an
emphasis on promoting equitable
livelihoods and developing rural
women’s economic leadership. Drawn
from Africa, Latin America and Asia, the
cases include information about
challenges faced and what remains to
be done in the future. This book should
be read by the staff of donor agencies,
policy makers, NGO practitioners,
academics and students of development
studies and the environment.
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Strengthening Rural
Livelihoods
The Impact of Information and
Communication Technologies in Asia

Edited by David J. Grimshaw and
Shalini Kala
Enthusiasm amongst international
development agencies about harnessing
the potential of information and
communications technologies (ICTs) for
development has waned as observers
have recently questioned the impact and
sustainability of such interventions. By
presenting the findings of research
specifically designed to measure impact
on livelihoods, Strengthening Rural
Livelihoods offers new evidence for the
development benefits of ICTs. The book
presents an overview of six research
projects within the ‘Knowledge
Networking for Rural Development in
Asia Pacific’ (ENRAP) research
programme. It asks if ICTs enabled
farmers to sell beyond local markets
and at better prices, and whether there
have been social gains in linking
geographically disparate households
and social networks. The authors have
provided significant new insights into
how to overcome the challenges of
mainstreaming ICTs into rural
livelihoods and more effectively
measuring its effects. This book will
appeal to academics, civil society
organizations, practitioners and
students who are interested in what
works and what doesn’t work when
applying ICTs to rural livelihoods.
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Supporting Rural Water Supply

Uncertain Futures

Moving towards a Service Delivery
Approach

Adapting development to a changing
climate

Harold Lockwood and Stef Smits

Jonathan Ensor

Collectively, billions of dollars have
been invested in the provision of rural
water supply systems in developing
countries over the past three decades.
Although progress is being made and
rates of coverage are increasing, users
often find that, once installed, water
supply systems are poorly maintained
and eventually break down, leaving
them with an unreliable and disrupted
water supply. Supporting Rural Water
Supply takes a critical look and asks
why we have been unable to provide a
sustainable water service to rural
people for so long? What are the critical
success factors in the areas where there
has been good progress? How can we
support the adoption of a service
delivery approach to rural water supply
– one that moves beyond implementing
infrastructure projects to delivering a
reliable and indefinite service? This
book brings together findings from 13
country studies which were carried out
as part of a global learning initiative –
Sustainable Services at Scale, or
Triple-S. It offers insights into ways
countries and individual organisations
can move towards a service delivery
approach step by step. Published in
association with IRC.

Community-based adaptation is a new
concept whose meaning is still to be
fully understood. Most agree that
communities should be supported to
respond to the challenges they face, and
some see this as the goal of
community-based adaptation. By
contrast, Uncertain Futures proposes
that community-based adaptation must
also address inevitable future
uncertainty by supporting the ongoing
ability to change. In this view, attention
is focused on adaptive capacity, through
which communities are able to make
changes to their lives and livelihoods in
response to emerging environmental
change. Uncertain Futures argues that
as greenhouse gas emissions continue
to accumulate, a ‘business as usual’
approach to development practice is
increasingly inadequate and the
importance of securing adaptive
capacity becomes more urgent.
Uncertain Futures examines this
challenge, and invites readers to rethink
development policy and practice in
terms of how adaptive capacity can be
best supported. This book should be
read by the staff of donor agencies,
policy makers, NGO practitioners,
academics and students of development
studies and the environment.
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Distributed Publishers
Oxfam GB
Oxford, United Kingdom
Established in 1942, Oxfam is one of the leading non-governmental organisations working for international poverty relief
and equality around the world. Oxfam GB publishes a wide range of books, reports, papers and training packs in order
to communicate Oxfam’s policy research, advocacy messages and programme experience, and to contribute to debates
amongst development practitioners.

The International Development Research Centre (IDRC) /
Centre de Recherches pour le Developpement International (CRDI)
Ottawa, Canada
IDRC was created to help developing countries use science and technology to find practical, long-term solutions to the
social, economic, and environmental problems they face. Their support is directed toward creating a local research
community whose work will build healthier, more equitable, and more prosperous societies.A leading publisher of
international development literature since 1971, they publish the results of IDRC-supported research on global and
regional issues related to sustainable and equitable development in English, French and Spanish.

Sphere Project
The Sphere Project is a programme of the Steering Committee for Humanitarian Response (SCHR) and InterAction
with VOICE, ICRC and ICVA. The project was launched in 1997 to develop a set of universal minimum standards in
core areas of humanitarian assistance. The aim of the project is to improve the quality of assistance provided to people
affected by disasters, and to enhance the accountability of the humanitarian system in disaster response.
In support of their activities, Sphere Project produces several operational guides and training materials in a variety of
languages including English, French, Spanish, Russian and Arabic.

Water Engineering Development Centre (WEDC)
Loughborough, United Kingdom
WEDC is one of the world’s leading education and research institutes for improving access to infrastructure and
services for the poor in low- and middle-income countries. WEDC Publications include books, manuals, academic
papers, conference proceedings, reports, articles, projects, and case studies published either by WEDC or though other
international publishers.

Swiss Centre for Development Cooperation in
Technology and Management (SKAT)
St Gallen, Switzerland
Founded in 1978, SKAT is one of the original European development agencies to emerge from the ‘Small is Beautiful’
movement. Over the years SKAT has become a leading Swiss consultancy firm working internationally in the field of
rural and urban infrastructure. SKAT’s main areas of focus are Water and Sanitation, Architecture and Building, Urban
Development, and Transport Infrastructure.

Natural Resources Institute (NRI)
Chatham, United Kingdom
NRI is an internationally recognized multi-disciplinary centre for research, consultancy and education for the
management of natural and human resources. Their mission is to provide distinctive, high quality and relevant research,
consultancy, learning and advice in support of sustainable development, economic growth and poverty reduction. NRI
publishes affordable books on agricultural development in support of sustainable livelihoods. Based on sound scientific
and socio-economic research, these books range from offering advice to policy makers and natural resource managers
through to extension material for use at grass roots level.

International NGO Training and Research Centre (INTRAC)
Oxford, United Kingdom
INTRAC is a non-profit organisation working in the international development and relief sector to support nongovernmental organisations (NGOs) and civil society organisations (CSOs) around the world by helping to explore policy
issues, and by strengthening management and organisational effectiveness. INTRAC publishes a range materials for
development practitioners both in the field and engaged in policy making and research. These cover a broad range
of topics in the areas of civil society strengthening and aid modalities, developed from their research, training and
consultancy programmes.
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